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Clinical Pathway for Management of Patients With 
North American Coral Snake Bite 

Patient presents with suspected bite from 

North American coral snake

Systemic signs present?
•	 Continue hourly neurological assessments for a minimum of 12-

24 hours in an ICU setting

•	 Provide symptomatic and supportive care

(Class II)

•	 Provide supportive care. Consult Poison Control Center to 

discuss other treatment options such as acetylcholinesterases 

and mechanisms for procurement of NACSA or alternative 

antivenoms

Continue to monitor in ICU setting

•	 Administer 3-5 vials NACSA IV in the ED or ICU setting only 

after considering skin testing

•	 Prepare to treat allergy or anaphylaxis should it occur 

•	 Continue hourly neurological assessments

(Class I)

Antivenom (NACSA) available?

Signs of anaphylaxis or allergy?

•	 Assess ABCs; begin hourly neurological examinations; update tetanus; avoid ice and tourniquets (if already placed, do not remove until 

resuscitative equipment and, ideally, antivenom is at beside); keep bitten extremity at heart level; establish IV, cardiac monitor, end-tidal 

capnometry. Consider blood gas monitoring and pulmonary function testing

•	 Assess availability of coral snake antivenom and consider transfer to facility with availability, if necessary

•	 Admit to ICU for close observation (minimum 12-24 hours) 

•	 Contact medical toxicology, local Poison Control Center, or call 1-800-222-1222

Progression of venom effects 1 hour after starting NACSA?

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

Stop NACSA and treat. Decision to resume NACSA should be 

based on evaluation of risks and benefits in consultation with 

medical toxicology or regional Poison Control Center. 

Treat anaphylaxis:
•	 Epinephrine 1 mg/mL, 0.3-0.5 mg IM in anterolateral thigh 

•	 IV antihistamines, IV corticosteroids 

Treat allergy: 
•	 IV antihistamines, IV corticosteroids

 (Class III)

NACSA restarted after anaphylaxis/allergy treated?

NOYES

Abbreviations: ABCs, airway, breathing, circulation; ED, emergency department; ICU, intensive care unit; IM, intramuscular; IV, intravenous; NACSA, 

North American Coral Snake Antivenin (Equine).

For Class of Evidence definitions, see page 12.


